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Is 8:23-9:3; 1 Cor 1:10-13,17; Mt 4:12-23  

 Did you ever feel that you were beating you head against a wall and not getting anywhere?  I 

know this guy and he always seems to be going uphill.  He is so sure that he knows how to be happy, 

and is pretty closed-minded to suggestions that he could be doing things differently.  When you suggest 

a different path he sort of smiles patronizingly like he is patting a small child on the head who has just 

had their first original idea.  Claiming to know so much, claiming to be so on the track that he is sure 

will lead where he wants, claiming to be sure that soon he will stop being unsatisfied. In the end he is 

unhappy and a slave to all the things that are supposed to be freeing him. 

 Jesus makes two calls in the Gospel to us who can be like that.  First he continues the call of 

John the Baptist for repentance.  Geesh … we don’t like to hear that.  Just like the man I mentioned, we 

don’t want to hear that we may be going the wrong way, just like him we don’t want to believe that the 

things we are doing and the way we are doing them may be the cause of our incompleteness.  It is much 

easier to just say that the problem is that the world and all the people in it are just not doing things the 

way they should.  My friend believes he knows how to be happy and if the world will simply get on 

board with the plan, things would be fine.  But Jesus calls us to see that his way - although it looks 

backwards to us sometimes has great wisdom.  He says to repent, to be willing to realize that we don’t 

have all the answers … to be open to change.  The second call of Jesus in the Gospel is to follow him.  

To do this when we get rid of the idea that following Jesus is just some other way to get what I want.  

We have to let go of the idea that following Jesus is a matter of me doing something for Jesus, and now 

he owes me, so now he can use his power to change the people and things in the world to how I think 

they should be.  To follow Jesus is to let him be in the driver’s seat.  To follow Jesus is to enter the 

process with a spirit of repentance.  To follow Jesus is to see the end goal is in serving him, not just in 

getting the things I think I need,. 

 Well why would I want to do that?  Why would I want to be some “follower of Jesus, some 

“fisher of people”?  Why would I want to enter into a life of service to the Lord and help bring others 

into the fold?  What’s in it for me?  A lot actually - but that’s really not the right question.  In order to see 

the real point we have to think differently than the man I mentioned before.  We have to stop believing 

that we alone hold the recipe to our own happiness.  Really Jesus does.  Ultimate happiness is found in 



Jesus - and following Jesus - even when it does not seem to us that it is the way that will make us happy.  

There is a passage of Isaiah that is quoted in the Gospel we also hear in the first reading: The people who 

walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.  

You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing,   The writer is referencing people from certain 

areas who were freed from slavery by the Lord.  The Gospel writer points to this reading and says  that 

this guy here, this Jesus is the one that shows us the true light and releases us from slavery.  

 But we must be willing to repent, to step out into the light, to see that we don’t have all the 

answers, to let go of the idea that we can control the world - or we can get God to control the world - all 

this puts us in slavery to the things of the world and a form of mental darkness.  We have to see that 

Jesus’ way may seem like it won’t work, but like many things in the spiritual life, it has an unexpected 

effect.  Following Jesus involves a commitment, it involves doing for God what God needs done, and 

trusting that God will take care of you.  It involves the faith that the first apostles showed who 

immediately they left their boat …  and followed him.  We are continuing to build a community of 

service to God here at Annunciation.  But there is more that we can all do in joining together.   Religion 

and relationship to God as more than just coming to Mass and praying (a lot of the time with the goal of 

getting God to do something that we think God needs to do).  It definitely means coming to Mass to 

worship God weekly, and it definitely means praying, but it also means looking beyond our needs to 

those of others.  It means doing it for motives that go beyond simply keeping the physical parish going.  

It means coming together to be God’s instrument in the world to heal, to witness to faith, and to cast the 

net that will being more into our community.    

 Paul speaks of the unity needed in the second reading: I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose.  This purpose is not the 

purpose that we assign, but that which Jesus assigns.  Can we have the courage to open our minds, to 

repent, to stop beating our heads against the wall doing it our way.  In short, can we trust in Jesus to 

bring light, peace, freedom, joy, and rejoicing to those who let go of their nets and follow him.  And can 

we join more deeply in this community of faith, spend time in ministry, study, and fellowship - making 

the service of God part of our lives.  It means just shifting a little time and resources to the things of 

God, to the worship of God, to encountering God in the Sacraments, and following Jesus in service.  As 

you do so, you may just find that you are beating your head a little less against a wall - and achieving a 

type of mysterious peace that can’t be found any place else.


